"The History of the Hungarian Historical Writing and Thinking."

(special seminar)

The course treats the development of the Hungarian Historical Writing and Thinking from its beginnings till our days. The most relevant periods/epochs in it are: Middle Ages, Early Modern Period (Enlightenment), Nineteenth Century's Professionalism and Historism; Dualist Age; Between the two World Wars (Geistesgeschichte - Spiritual History); Historical Writing and Thinking under the Communist Era (Marxism); the latest developments (after 1990.) As the title suggests, the course deals not only with the streams and schools of the offical historical writing but with the "outsiders" (Bourgeois Radicals, National Romantics, Populists etc.) as well. 

Themes: 

- The Hungarian historical writing in the Middle Ages. (Forms, periods, writers, etc.)

Anonymus, Kézai, Kálti, Thuróczy.

- The Hungarian historical writing and thinking in the XVI-XVIII. centuries. (Humanism, eruditism, memories, Transylvania, the Göttinger school, etc.) Bonfini, Istvánfy, Pray, Katona, Bél, Berzeviczy.

- The non professional forms in writing history. The memories of Transylvania.

- The romantic period in the first half of the 19-th century. (Horváth, Fessler, Engel, Virág, etc.)

- The professionalization in the second half of 19-th. century. (Institutes, populist realists, national romantics, the "Vienna Circle".)

- The non professionals: turanists, bourgeois radicals, historical materialism.

- The Hungarian historical writing and thinking between the two world wars. (Institutions, "Geistesgeschichte", "Volkstumskunde", social-, cultural-, institutional- history schools. Domanovszky, Eckhart, Hajnal.)

- Gyula Szekfű.

- Elemér Mályusz, and his "Ethnohistory"School. (István Szabó.)

- The non professionals: national romantics, bourgeois radicals, the "Populists"(Németh, Szabó), marxists (Révai, Molnár.)

- Hungarian historical writing after 1945. (Marxists, "national communists", the Molnár debate, economic-, social-, cultural history.)

- The non professionals: Bibó, emigration, film, literature. Transylvania.

- After 1990: reprofessionalisation, postmodern, public history.
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