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Anssi Halmesvirta 1956-ban sziiletett az északkelet-finnorszagi Kiuruvesiben. 1983-ban
végzett a Jyviskyldi Egyetemen, torténelem mesterszakon. Eszmetorténeti témaju PhD-
the Finnish ’Race’, Nation and Culture 1760-1918). Oktatoi munkéassaga a Jyviskylai
Egyetemhez koti, 1987-tdl itt tanitott egészen nyugdijba vonulasdig. Halmesvirta professzor
szamos tanulményt és tobb konyvet irt a magyar torténelemrdl, a magyar—finn kapcsolatokrol
¢és jelentds a muforditdi tevékenysége. Anssi Halmesvirta magyar kapcsolatai kozel négy
évtizedre nyulnak vissza. E18szor 1992-ben jart Magyarorszagon, a debreceni nyari egyetemre
jott tanulni. Ebben az id6ben indult el Jyviskyldben a hungarologiai oktatisa a debreceni
kollégék hathatés kozremiikodésével. Halmesvirta jol megtanult magyarul, s évtizedekig
fontos, tevékeny részt vallalt a hungarologia szak miikddtetésében, a hallgatok képzésében, a
vendégtanarokkal vald egylittmiikodésben. A magyar torténelem kutatdsaban végzett
munkdjaért 2016-ban Lotz Jdnos-dijat kapott, majd 2022-ben a Magyar Tudoméanyos Akadémia
tiszteleti tagjava valasztotta. Halmesvirta professzor kapcsolatai a Debreceni Egyetemmel t6bb
mint két évtizede kezdddtek, azota is folyamatosak és nagyon élénkek.

Anssi Halmesvirta was born in 1956 in Kiuruvesi, northeastern Finland. He earned his Master’s
degree in History from the University of Jyviskyld in 1983. He defended his PhD dissertation—
focused on the history of ideas and titled ,,The British Conception of the Finnish "Race," Nation
and Culture 1760-1918” —at the University of Sussex in England in 1990. His teaching career
was linked to the University of Jyvdskyld, where he taught from 1987 until his retirement.
Professor Halmesvirta authored numerous studies and several books on Hungarian history and
Hungarian-Finnish relations and his work as a literary translator is significant. Anssi
Halmesvirta’s ties to Hungary span nearly four decades. He first visited the country in 1992 to
attend the Summer University in Debrecen. It was around this time that the Hungarian studies
program was launched in Jyvéskyld with the significant assistance of colleagues from
Debrecen. Halmesvirta became proficient in Hungarian and played an active, vital role for
decades in running the program, training students, and collaborating with visiting lecturers. He
received the Janos Lotz Prize in 2016 for his research on Hungarian history, and in 2022, he
was elected an honorary member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Professor
Halmesvirta’s relationship with the University of Debrecen began more than twenty years ago
and has remained continuous and highly active ever since.



